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The Secretary-General of the Commonwealth Secretariat, 
The Secretary-General of the Commonwealth Telecommunications Organisation, 
Honourable Ministers, 
Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
 
It is an honour and a privilege to be given the important task of chairing this second 
biennial Commonwealth ICT Ministers Forum, and I would like to thank you for the trust 
you have put in me for this important task.  
 
I am sure I would not be speaking for myself only if I was to say that of the many 
government functions in our respective countries, expectations on using information and 
communication technology to improve the lives of our citizens are particularly high.  
 
In this age of machine-to-machine communications and borderless Internet of Things, 
we are not only expected to come up with policies that make the most of current 
technology in supporting or driving our economies, we are also expected to ensure they 
are accessible, affordable and safe for all. But, above all, and this is also the purpose of 
our meeting today, we are expected to provide long-term vision for a sector that is both 
highly innovative and fast-changing.  
 
Having said this, each one of our countries is faced with issues that are peculiar to its 
specific circumstances. But there also many issues of shared interest and these are the 
issues put before us today. And as we all know, these issues are, in one way or the 
other, linked to the Sustainable Development Goals we have all signed up to. 
 
For the first time, at our last meeting, we mandated the CTO to coordinate our positions 
on international issues, such as those addressed at the level of the International 
Telecommunication Union and the Internet Governance Forum. This is naturally an 
opportunity for us to review the progress made since then.  
 
Separately, I am also conscious that most of our countries have made various 
commitments in other global and regional fora for ICTs.  
 
It is with this background in mind that I would like to invite each one of you and as far as 
practically possible to make contributions that take our shared interests into account. 
For my part, I am committed to ensure each one of your contributions is given full 
attention. 
 
In ending these short remarks, I would like to express my gratitude to the Secretary-
General of the Commonwealth Secretariat for hosting this meeting, and more 
importantly also, to congratulate her for her recent election as Secretary-General of the 
Commonwealth. 
 
Thank you. 
  



 


